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(Rare Qur'anic Expressions (Surat Al-Wagqi'ah as a Model): A Semantic
and Rhetorical Study)

Someya Salim Al-Kordi

ABSTRACT
The Holy Qur’an is an eternal miracle and a divine banquet that
transcends time. It serves as a source of guidance for all who seek it, each
drawing from its wisdom in accordance with their diverse backgrounds
and perspectives. Allah S.W.T bestows insight through it upon
whomever He wills, and it remains inimitable in its language, structure,
script, and eloquence. This study explores one of the Qur’an’s
exceptional linguistic phenomena: the occurrence of unique Fara id, also
known as Quranic Hapax Legomena. These are words that appear only
once throughout the entire Qur’an and do not reoccur in any form—
neither as a root nor as a derivative. These distinctive words, referred to
as Quranic Fara’id, represent a phenomenon worthy of scholarly
investigation. Their uniqueness raises two fundamental questions: Why
were these particular words chosen over others? And why do they not
appear elsewhere in any form? These questions serve as the foundation
for this study, which seeks to examine the linguistic and semantic
significance of these unique terms. Surah Al-Wagi‘ah has been selected
as a case study to analyze the occurrences of Fara’id, exploring their
lexical meanings and their impact on the broader interpretive context.
By doing so, this research aims to shed light on an aspect of the Qur’an’s
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extraordinary rhetorical and linguistic inimitability. I humbly askAllah
for guidance and success in this endeavor.

Keywords: Unique Words, Rare Terms, Surah Al-Waqi ah, Linguistic Study,

Semantic Analysis
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shi‘r wa-al-nathr wa-bayan i ‘jiz al-Qur’an (Tahqiq: Hifni Muhammad Sharaf). Al-
Jumhariyyah al-‘Arabiyyah al-Muttahidah: Al-Majlis al-A‘la li-al-Shu’an al-
Islamiyyah, Lajnat Ihya al-Turath al-Islami. p. 578.
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al-Tanzil wa-Uyin al-Aqawil fi Wujih al-Ta wil (3rd ed., Vol. 4). Al-Qaherah: Dar
al-Rayyan li al-Turath, p. 455.
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Vol. 5). Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah, p. 238.
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(Tahgiq: “Abd al-Razzaq al-Mahdji, 1sted., Vol. 4). Beirut: Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi, p.
218.
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Muhammad al-Salamah, Ed.; 2nd ed., Vol. 7). Riyadh: Dar Tayyibah li al-Nashr wa
al-Tawzi’, p. 512.
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‘Awad) (Vol. 5, 2nd ed.). Misr: Sharikat Maktabat wa-Matba ‘at Mustafi al-Babi
al-Halab1. p. 402.

8 Al-Tabari, Muhammad ibn Jarir. (n.d.). Jami al-Bayan ‘an Ta wil Ay al-Qur'an
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Ibn ‘Ashir, Al-Tahrir wa al-Tanwir, (vol. 27). Tinis: al-Dar al-Tanisiyyah li al-
Nashr, p. 279.
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p- 912.
Ibn Manzar, Muhammad ibn Mukarram. Lisan al- ‘Arab, (vol. 13). p. 450.
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Al-Kafawi, Al-Kulliyyat. p. 878.
Al-Tabari, Jami* al-bayin ‘an ta’wil dy al-Qur’an, (vol. 23), p. 98.
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Ibn Kathir, 7afsir al-Qur’an al-‘Azim (Tahqgiq: Sami ibn Muhammad al-Salamah,
2nd ed., vol. 8). al-Riyad: Dar Tayyibah li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi'. p. 11.
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Al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Isma‘il. (1893). Al-Jami* Al-Sahih (Tahqiq: Tab'ah
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2 Al-Asma‘i, ‘Abd al-Malik ibn Qurayb. (n.d.). Kitab Al-Nabat Wa-Al-Shajar, Fasl:
Al-Shajar. p. 4.

2 Ibn ‘Ashar, Muhammad al-Tahir. (1984). Al- Tahrir Wa-Al- Tanwir (Vol. 27). Tunis:
al-Dar al-Tunisiyyah li-al-Nashr. p. 298.

2 Abit ‘Ubaydah, Ma'mar ibn al-Muthanna. (755). Majiz al-Qur’an (Tahqiq:
Muhammad Fawwad Sazkin) (Vol. 2). Al-Qaherah: Maktabat al-Khanji. p. 250.
Al-Zamakhshari, Mahmad Ibn “Umar. (1987). Al-Kashshaf ‘an Haqa iq Ghawamid
Al-Tanzil (Vol. 1). Al-Qaherah: Dar Al-Rayyan Li-Al-Turath. P. 251.

2 Ibn ‘Ashir, Al-Tahrir wa-al-tanwir (Vol. 27), p. 298.
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