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(Antithetical Vocabulary in the Holy Quran: From Affirmation to
Refutation)
Sayed Ahmad Gharibi, Ibrahim Zareifar
ABSTRACT
Antithetical Vocabularies have long been a subject of study among Arabic
linguists, representing a significant phenomenon within the Arabic
language. The presence or absence of this phenomenon in the Holy
Quran has prompted extensive research among linguists. While some
have established its existence within the Quranic text, others have sought
to refute its presence. Despite extensive research, the definitive
confirmation or denial of this linguistic phenomenon remains elusive.
While some scholars have identified approximately 150 antithetical pairs
within the Quranic text, others vehemently deny the existence of such
vocabulary not only in the Quran but also in the Arabic language as a
whole. It appears that both groups have fallen into extremes in their
interpretation of the concept of "antithetical vocabulary." The first group,
without considering the necessary conditions and characteristics, has
categorized any word with two opposing meanings as an instance of
antithetical vocabulary, while the second group has solely focused on the
logical aspect of its definition, deeming the combination of two opposites
impossible. An analysis of the vocabulary categorized as "antithetical" in
the Quran reveals that many words classified under this label do not meet
the necessary criteria for inclusion, significantly reducing the actual
number of "antithetical" words in the Quranic text. Nevertheless,
definitively determining whether even the remaining number of words
can be categorized as "antithetical" remains challenging. The existing
disagteement surrounding "antithetical" vocabulary stems from the
definition and criteria associated with this concept, not from the very
existence of such words in the Arabic language, which is generally
acknowledged.
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Ed, Vol. 2). Beirat: Dar Al- Kutub Al- ‘Ilmiyyah. P. 396.
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