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ABSTRACT



The study of four bibliographic databases in social science on CD-ROM, namely, Sociofile, EconLIT, LISA and PsycLit, show that the coverage of Indian publications and Indian periodicals, on the average, amounts to only 0.5 % and 1.16 % respectively. Of the 626 Indian periodicals published in Sociology, Economics, Library and Information Science, and Psychology, 489 (78.1%) periodicals are published in the English language.  Among these 489 English periodicals, only 45 (9.2%) are covered in the four bibliographic databases under study. Therefore, there is a need to publish bibliographic databases covering Indian literature in the above areas on CD-ROM and other machine-readable forms, preferably by private enterprises, to ensure promptness in publication and market oriented approach.*
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�INTRODUCTION



The accelerated rate of accumulation of knowledge as a result of increased re-search and development activities has led to an information society of high productivity. In addition to the continued use of traditional channels such as books, periodicals, theses and dissertations, and technical reports for communicating research information, there is a gradual increase in the use of digital technology for publishing activities. The availability of indexing and abstracting services in printed form, online and on CD-ROMs have eased the task of literature searching for scientists and social scientists to a great extent. Having data on CD-ROM has many advantages such as fast retrieval of information, ease of use, fixed price and no telecommunication cost. This aspect has already been discussed (Oppenheim, 1992; Parvathamma, 1994; and Satyanarayana, 1995). The Directory of CD-ROM Products published by TFPL has listed about 8,000 titles in 1995 (Tedd, 1995), which is an indicator of its popularity. The possibility of accessing CD-ROM databases on digital networks similar to Internet is being debated and it is speculated that the networked digital information environ-ment is going to be part of our day-to-day professional activities in the next couple of years (Rajashekar, 1995).



In the light of the above developments, a glance at the Indian scenario shows that,  India is not far behind the advanced countries in computer software development, library management methods and techniques, and in the telecommunication field. However, the use of information techno-logy (IT) in libraries and in publishing activities is quite low. This is expected to go up in the coming years with the price of hardware coming down and increase in awareness among library professionals and scientists regarding the advantages of using IT tools (Murthy, 1995). At the same time, it is observed that even though Indian scientists and social scientists are contributing significantly to the world knowledge through traditional channels of communication, most of this information is not covered in the international indexing and abstracting services. In this context, an attempt is made in the present study to find out the coverage of Indian published literature in some of the  bibliographic databases in social science on CD-ROM, namely Sociofile, EconLIT, LISA and PsychLit.



METHODOLOGY



A systematic search of the bibliographic databases on CD-ROM namely, Socio-file, EconLIT, LISA and PsycLit, produ-ced by Silverplatter Inc.,USA, were conducted using the following combination of keywords: “India OR India* in Title”. Later, the title and source of publication of the entries retrieved were examined in-dividually to eliminate the entries with the words “American Indian, Navajo Indian”, etc. The periodical titles of Indian origin were noted down. The facts about the bi-bliographic databases under study are gi-ven in Table 1. While collecting the data regarding the languagewise distribution of periodicals, since many periodicals are being published in more than one langu-age, they were counted as an individual periodical under each language. 



RESULTS AND DISCUSSION



The coverage of Indian literature in terms of the number of publications and perio-dicals covered, on an average, amounts to 0.5% and 1.16% respectively (Tables 2 and 3). The languagewise distribution of 626 Indian periodicals published in the areas of Sociology, Economics, Library and Information Science, and Psychology shows that 489 periodicals  (78.1%) are in English language (Kaur and Sapra, 1994) (Table 4). Among these 489 periodicals in English language, 45(9.2%) are covered in the four databases under study (Table 3 ). Hence, it is clear that the literature published in the remaining 444 (90.8%) Indian periodicals in English language is not being brought to the cognizance of the international community due to their non-coverage in international databases.



Even though a  few indexing and abstrac-ting serials are being published in India, they do not have much impact  on the Indian  and international 
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Table 1 :   Facts about the bibliographic databases on CD-ROM under study



Name of

 database�Source�Coverage�No of

CDs�Print equivalent�Online equivalent�Abstracts added�Update frequency�No. of

records

covered�No. of

journals

covered

��������������Sociofile�Sociological Abstracts Inc.�1975 to

Apr. 1995�01�Sociological

Abstracts &

Social Planning,

 Policy &

Development Abstracts�Sociological Abstracts�Yes�3 times

a year�2, 06, 313�1600�������������EconLit�Journal of

Economic 

Literature�1969 to

Mar. 95�01�J. of Econ. 

Literature;

Index of Econ.

articles in Journals�Economic

Literature

Index�Yes�Quarterly�3, 11, 866�423�������������LISA�Library Assoc.

 Publ.  Ltd�1969 to

Mar. 91�01�Current Res.

in Library &

Inf. Science�LISA�Yes�Semi-

annual�1, 05, 483�550�������������PsychLit�Am. Psycho-

logical Assoc.�1974 to

Mar. 95�02�Psychological

Abstracts�PsycInfo�Yes�Quarterly�6, 16, 087�1300



���Table 2 : Indian publications covered in social science database



 Sl.	Name of the	Period	 	   Number of	   Number of     Percentage

 no.	database	covered		   publications	   Indian             of India	n				                indexed	   publications	coverage									indexed

 1.	Sociofile	1974-Apr.95	   206,313	   1990		     0.965

 2.	EconLIT	1969-Mar.95	   311,866	   2358		     0.756

 3.	LISA		1969-Mar.91	   105,483	     584		     0.554

 4.	PsycLit		1974-Mar.95	   616,087	   1302		     0.211

	Total			             	 1239,749	   6234

	Average		               	   309,937	   1559

	Percentage						   0.5		 





Table. 3   Indian periodicals covered in social science databases under study



 Sl.	Name of the	Total Number        Numer of 		Percentage

 no.	database	of periodicals         Indian        		of Indian				covered                  periodicals		periodicals					    	     covered		covered                        

 1.	  Sociofile	1600                       11			0.688

 2.	  EconLIT	  423		     10			2.364

 3.	  LISA		  550		     14			2.545

 4.	  PsycLit		1300		     10			0.769

	  Total		3873		     45

	  Percentage			     1.16





�international social science fraternity due to various reasons such as the time lag in the coverage of primary literature and delay in publication (Table 5). On the other hand, there are ample communication networks emerging in the country and Indian scientists and social scientists have easy access to computer and CD-ROM facilities at their work place. Also the concept of in-house CD-ROM publishing is gaining popularity. In this context, there is an urgent need to publish bibliograhic databases covering Indian literature in the above areas on CD-ROM and other machine readable media, preferably by private enterprises to ensure the promptness in publication and market-oriented approach. It would be desirable to include publi-cations of other Indian languages as well as dissertation and theses too. Further, the technical skills available among professional librarians on the preparation of the bibliographic entries, and the expertise available among academicians in the areas of database creation, mainte-nance, etc. can be utilised. This would also help in the much sought interaction among the  library professionals, acade-micians and the information industry.

�



Table 4.  Languagewise distribution of Indian periodicals in Sociology, Economics, Library & Information Science and Psychology  *



�Sl.�Language�Sociology,�Economics�Library�Psycho-�Total�Per-��No��Social work, Soc. Welfare�and

Commerce�and

Inform.

Science�logy��cent





�����������1.�English�46�361�39�43�489�78.1��2.�Hindi�21�50�3�2�76�12.1��3.�Marathi�6�8�1�0�15�2.4��4.�Bengali�3�5�2�1�11�1.8��5.�Gujarathi�1�7�1�0�9�1.4��6.�Malayalam�1�4�1�1�7�1.1��7.�Tamil�3�1�0�0�4�0.6��8.�Telugu�1�1�1�0�3�0.5��9.�Kannada�0�2�1�0�3�0.5��10.�Assamese�2�1�0�0�3�0.5��11.�Urdu�1�1�0�0�2�0.3��12.�Oriya�0�2�0�0�2�0.3��13.�Punjabi�0�1�0�0�1�0.2��14.�Sanskrit�1�0�0�0�1�0.2��

�

Total�

86�

444�

49�

47�

626�

100.0

��

*    Source: Kaur & Sapra, 1994
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Table 5 : Indian indexing and abstracting periodicals in English

in the areas under study  *



Sl.�Name of the�Publisher�Address�Current��No�Indexing and

abstracting  service

��� Issue (as in

 1994)

��������1.�ICSSR Journal of�Indian Council�35, Ferozeshah Rd.�v. 20-1991���Abstracts &  Re-�for Social� New Delhi,�delayed���views: Social�Science Research�  110 001�publication  ���Anthropology (1972-)�   �  �����  �   ���2.�Social Science�   - “ -�- “ -    �Irregular���Index (1986-)�   � �   ����  �    ���3.�Index to Indian

Economic Journals (1966-)�Information

Research 

Academy�Flat no. 9, 

37, Amir Ali Avenue, Calcutta 700 019    �Regular�����   �  ��4.�Indian Economic�_ “ _   �_ “ _�Regular���Abstracts (1992-)

� ��   ��5.�Indian Library

Science Abstracts�Indian Assoc. 

of Special

Libraries & Infor-

mation Centres�P 291, CIT Scheme, No. 6M,

Kankurgachi

Calcutta 700 054�v.22, 1988

delayed

publication����� �   ��6.�Indian 

Psychological

Abstracts�Indian Council

for Social

Science Research�35, Ferozeshah Rd.

New Delhi,

110 001�v.28, 1990

delayed

publication

��

*    Source: Kaur & Sapra, 1994

�CONCLUSION



The coverage of Indian literature in the bibliographic databases on CD-ROM, namely, Sociofile, EconLIT, LISA and PsychLit was found to be very low (0.5% for publications and 1.16% for periodicals). While 626 periodicals are published in Sociology, Economics, Library and Information Science, and Psychology in India, 489 (78.1%) of them are in English language. Among these 489 Indian Eng-lish periodicals, only 45 (9.2%) are covered in the databases under study. Hence, the remaining 90.8% of Indian periodical literature published in English language, in the areas under study is not brought to the cognizance of the international social science fratenity. The situation demands for the publication of indexing and abstracting services in these areas covering Indian literature on CD-ROM and other machine-readable forms, preferably by private enterprises, to ensure the promptness in publication and market-oriented approach.
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�APPENDIX





Indian periodicals covered in the databases under study

 

I.	Sociofile



1.	Indian Journal of Social Work

2.	Indian Journal of Social Science

3.	Indian Journal of Social Research

4.	Indian Journal of Criminology  and

	Criminalistics

5.	Indian Journal of Youth Affairs

6.	Indian Journal of Clinical  Psychology

7.	Indian Linguistics

8.	Indian Journal of Politics

9.	Indian Economic and Social 

	History Review

10.	Indian Journal of Psychology

11.	Indian Journal of Sociology



II.	EconLIT



1.	Economics of Planning

2.	Indian Economic Journal

3.	Indian Economic and Social  History

4.	Indian Journal of Quantitative 

	Economics

5.	Journal of Developing Areas

6.	Journal of Development  Economics

7.	Journal of Development

8.	Journal of Policy Modeling

9.	Margin

10.	Indian Economic Review



























III.	LISA



1.	Journal of Library and  Information 	Science (India)

2.	Indian Library Association Bulletin

3.	Indian Energy Abstracts

4.	Indian Journal of Library Science

5.	Indian Archives

6.	Indian Librarian

7.	Indian Library Movement

8.	IASLIC Bulletin

9.	Library Herald

10.	Herald of Library Science

11.	Annals of Library Science and 

	Documentation

12.	Timeless Fellowship

13.	Library Science with a Slant to 

	Documentation and Information Studies

14.	Lucknow Librarian.





IV.	PsycLit



1.	Indian Journal of Behaviour

2.	Indian Journal of Psychometry 

	and Education

3.	Indian Journal of Disability and 

	Rehabilitation

4.	Indian Psychologist

5.	Indian Journal of Clinical  Psychology

6.	Indian Journal of Current 

	Psychological Research

7.	Indian Journal of Psychiatry

8.	Indian Journal of Applied  Psychology

9.	Indian Journal of Psychological 

	Medicine

10.	Indian Psychological Review�

*  Presented at Conference on Digital Libraries, Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore, January 

   1996.
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